CHAPTER IV.
The operations in Persian Arabistan in May—The advance to
Amara—The proposal to advance to Nasiriyeh—Views expressed by
the General Staff in India and by the Commander-in-Chief—The
operations on the Euphrates in July—The capture of Nasiriyeh—The
distribution of the II Indian Army Corps in August—'The general
situation in India and the Middle East—The strategical situation
in Mesopotamia—General Nixon's proposal to advance to Kut—
The capture of Kut.
General Nixon lost no time in preparing to resume the
offensive. By April 21st he had concentrated at Basra two
regiments of cavalry, one battery of horse artillery, two
batteries of field artillery and six battalions of infantry—the
whole being under the command of Brigadier-General
Gorrmge—for operations in Persian Arabistan. The details
of this phase are given in the official history and are well-
worth studying as an example of what hardships can be borne,
and borne cheerfully, by well-trained, well disciplined troops.
The column, operating in broken desert, in fierce, burning
heat, and suffering greatly from thirst and shortage of
drinking water, carried out its role with entire success.
Having removed the- menace to the oilfields by driving the
enemy out of Persian Arabistan, General Gorringe continued
to advance towards Amara with the object of pinning the
Turks to their position there and preventing them from rein-
forcing their forward troops in front of Quraa, where General
Nixon's main attack was shortly to be made. The phase ended
on June 9th, when General Gorringe's column, very exhausted
by heat and thirst, returned to Basra, having succeeded in
restoring the supply of oil to Abadan and having afforded
considerable assistance to the operations on the Tigris.
On the Tigris, in April, the military situation was a
difficult one. The small garrison at Qurna, General Nixon's
forward post, was entirely surrounded by the floods spilled
over by the river, which, early in the month, was actually
two feet above the level of the camp. Between the British
at Qurna and the "island" positions which the Turks were
occupying on a general line of slightly higher ground,
•stretched a vast area which was flooded to an average depth of
about three feet, although where irrigation canals occurred,
ifche water was as much as twenty feet deep. In this great lake,

